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About the Book

This manual is a printed edition of the official Perl reference documentation from the Perl 5.12.1 distri-

bution. It describes the syntax of Perl and its built-in datatypes, operators, functions, variables, regular

expressions and diagnostic messages.

This manual covers advanced topics, and is suitable for readers who need to be familiar with the details and

rules of the Perl language. The modules in the standard Perl library are documented separately in "The Perl

Library Reference Manual" (to be published).

This book corresponds to the latest release of Perl at the time of publication (August 2010).

Long-time Perl programmers will find many new features of the Perl language documented in this manual,

such as the highly-useful "//" and "//=" operators, state variables, the "given/when" keywords and ad-

ditional extended regex patterns.

This book will be of interest to software developers using Perl.

Ordering

Retail customers can order this title from most bookstores using the ISBN number. In case of ordering

difficulties, please email sales@network-theory.co.uk.

For trade orders, the book is available worldwide through the following wholesale suppliers:

Ingram USA www.ingrambookgroup.com

Baker & Taylor USA www.btol.com

Gardners UK / Europe www.gardners.com

Bertrams UK / Europe www.bertrams.com

If listed as out-of-stock this is only temporary—please place an order with the wholesaler as normal and

new copies will be printed on demand within 5 days. Titles ordered through wholesalers are sold on a “firm

sale” basis.

For more information contact us at Network Theory Ltd:
Email: sales@network-theory.co.uk Telephone: +44 117 317 9309 Fax: +44 117 973 3323

http://www.network-theory.co.uk/


